
A New Year so that 

means it’s time for a New 

Year’s Resolution. What 

is a New Year’s 

Resolution? It is a goal 

that you set for yourself 

for the New Year. Is there 

something you want to 

learn , read, or better 

yourself in? This is the 

time to think about it. 

There are many things 

you can do such as learn 

something new, do 

something to improve 

your health, or do 

something to improve 

your grades. My New 

Year’s resolution is to 

continue to get good 

grades. What is your 

New Years Resolution 

for 2014? 
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New Years Resolution By: Nicole Perez 

Today I am going to tell you 

about some New Year's 

traditions from around the 

world. As you know in New 

York Times Square there is 

a countdown as they drop a 

ball to celebrate the New 

Year. In the southern US 

they eat Hoppin John (a 

bean and rice soup). The 

black eye peas in the soup 

represent a coin and eating 

them will make sure you 

have no money problems in 

the new year. In Columbia, 

they carry empty suitcases 

New Year Traditions By: Emma Dinnan 

around hoping to travel a lot 

in the New Year. In 

Denmark ,they celebrate by 

throwing plates and glasses 

at friends doors to 

show they value their 

friendship. In Spain 

they quickly eat 12 

grapes one at each ring 

of midnight for good 

luck. In Panama, you 

have a big bonfire to 

burn evil spirits or bad 

luck of the old year. 

Hopefully you like 

hearing about 

some of the New 

Years traditions 

around our world. 
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Top 20 songs of 2013 By: Emma Dinnan 

I’m sure you will recognize some 

of these songs. These are the top 

20 of 2013. I definitely loved some 

of these songs and I hope you did 

too! List from iheart radio. 

 

1. Blurred Lines - featuring 

Pharrell and T.I. Robin Thicke 

 2. Thrift Shop - featuring Wanz 

Macklemore & Ryan Lewis     

3. Just Give Me A Reason - 

featuring  Nate Ruess Pink     

4. Can't Hold Us - featuring Ray 

Dalton Macklemore & Ryan 

Lewis     

5. Radioactive -                            

by: Imagine Dragons 

6. Mirrors - by: Justin Timberlake 

  

7. Stay - by: Rihanna                                                       

8. When I Was Your Man - 

featuring Mikky Ekko Bruno 

Mars 

 9. I Knew You Were Trouble -  

by: Taylor Swift 

10. Roar - by: Katy Perry 

11. Royals - by: Lorde 

12. Get Lucky - featuring 

Pharrell Williams Daft Punk 

13. Suit & Tie - featuring Jay Z 

Justin Timberlake                  

14. Locked Out Of Heaven - by: 

Bruno Mars 

15. Ho Hey - by: The 

Lumineers 

16. Scream & Shout -      by: 

Will. I. Am and Britney Spears 

17. We Can't Stop -                   

by: Miley Cyrus 

18. I Love It - featuring Charli 

XCX Icona Pop 

19. Don't You Worry Child - 

featuring John Martin Swedish 

House Mafia 

20. Wake Me Up—                           

by: Avicii 

Top movies of 2013 By: Emma Dinnan 

1. Despicable Me 2 

2. Frozen 

3. Oz The Great and 

Powerful 

4. The Croods 

5. Cloudy with a Chance  

of  Meatballs 2                   

6. Epic 

7. Planes 

8. Turbo 

9. The Smurfs 2                    

10.  Percy Jackson: Sea 

of Monsters 
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This year in the playoffs, 

many good teams were 

eliminated fast. The first 

week of the playoffs, the 

Colts beat the Chiefs, the 

Saints beat the Eagles, the 

Chargers beat the Bengals, 

and the 49ers beat the 

Packers. In the end of the 

playoffs the Broncos ended 

up being the AFC 

champions and the 

Seahawks earned the title 

NFC champions. Therefore, 

the Broncos and the 

Seahawks are going to the 

Super Bowl. I asked 12 

people who they wanted to 

win the Super bowl. The 

results ended up being 

Broncos: 7 Seahawks: 5. 

There are many 

superstitions in football. 

One of the most known 

superstitions for these past 4 

years has been 

that the team 

who plays and 

wins in the 

Philadelphia 

home opener 

will go to the 

Super Bowl. This year the 

team that won and played in 

Philadelphia was the 

Chargers, it almost came true. 

The Super Bowl will be in a 

cold weather stadium. 

The Super Bowl By: Ally Moon 

Do you have a family 

Christmas tradition?  Maybe 

it’s sitting on Santa’s lap or 

going Christmas shopping 

with your family.  My family 

goes to Williams, Arizona 

with our friends the Hayes 

family. We ride the Polar 

Express, a train to the North 

Pole.  The cookies and hot 

chocolate are amazing.  We 

love the snow.  We went 

tubing and built a 

snowman.  The kids went 

sledding a lot, but the 

parents tried only once.  

The kids found two perfect 

sledding spots.  We met 

new friends.  I was torn when 

we left.  I love my family 

Williams, Arizona, A Family Tradition 

By: Paige Shurman 

Winter By: Glenna Rollins 

It's been cold for the past 

few weeks. Have you heard 

that's it snowing up in 

Springerville? I went there 

over winter break to see my 

Grandpa. It was so cold the 

horse’s water froze! It's 

kind of good and kind of 

bad that it doesn't snow in 

Chandler. It's good because 

it would be too cold here 

and we would need to wear 

jackets all day. It's bad 

because we don't get to see 

snow as often as other 

tradition of going to Williams and 

can’t wait for next year!  

people. All of the 5 senses 

have to do with winter. You 

can smell the fire places, 

touch the snow, taste the 

snowflakes, see the beauty 

of winter, and finally, you 

can hear your foot steps 

crunching in the snow. Over 

winter my Girl Scout troop 

went to a camp in Prescott. 

It was freezing up there. We 

did archery, went hiking, 

and we even got to play in 

snow. On the sides where 

we were walking there was 

ice that you could slide on!                 

Winters cold but it's a lot of fun! 



several jobs at the District Office, 

such as being in charge of the Kids 

Club, supervising the nurses, and 

talking to the newspapers and TV 

stations for the district.  She missed 

kids, so she became a principal at 

Brisas, and she doesn’t plan to ever 

leave! 

The hardest part of her job is when 

she sees that students or teachers 

need something and she doesn’t 

have enough money.  She says it 

drives her crazy.  She asks the 

PTSO or businesses for help and 

tries to get the money to get them 

what they need.  Her favorite part 

of her job is when she walks down 

the hall and kids smile and hug her.  

To get ideas for Peace Days, she 

asks student council or has Ms. 

Jan ask the kids at recess what 

they want.  This is where 

Moustache Day came from.  She 

puts the new ideas and old 

favorites on a ballot and students 

vote.  The one with the most votes 

always wins. 

Mrs.. Winkelmann 

is a great principal 

who loves the kids 

at Brisas. I 

interviewed her 

before the break, 

and this is what I 

learned: Mrs. 

Winkelmann 

wanted to be a 

teacher ever since 

she was a kid. She 

played school with 

her sisters at her 

grandparents’ farm. 

Then one day in 

college, she was helping a special kid 

who had a hard time learning, and 

figuring out how to write his numbers.  

She decided that moment, I gotta be a 

teacher!  She had to go to college for 

four years to be a teacher, and while 

she was teaching, she went for four 

more years and took tests to be a 

principal.   

Before being principal, Mrs. 

Winkelmann taught Eighth Graders 

with behavior problems.  Then she had 

Mrs. Winkelmann By: Cileo Carrier 

On the weekends, she likes to 

be a good baseball mom.  

She goes to all of her sons’ 

games.  Her favorite colors 

are purple and turquoise, the 

colors of Brisas.  Her favorite 

TV show is Rabbids Invasion 

on Nick because it makes her 

laugh.  She likes the movies 

Christmas Vacation and 

Home Alone 2.  Her favorite 

food is pizza because Mr. 

Winkelmann is a pizza man 

at Barro’s. 

Mrs. Winkelmann is the best 

principal ever! 

What’s ask 

Gordon? It’s a new 

column we are 

starting at Brisas. 

It’s where you can send in 

your questions and Gordon 

will respond to you in the 

upcoming Gecko Gazette. 

Your questions can be 

emailed to Miss Jan at  

jvanryswyk@kyrene.org or 

you can turn in your 

question in our Ask Gordon 

box located in the front 

office by Miss Jan’s 

computer Gordon Looks 

forward to hearing from 

you. 

Ask Gordon By: Nicole Perez 



Martin Luther King By: Rackhi Raman  

Dork Diaries is a girl life 

saver because every single 

well almost every single boy 

is talking about Diary of a 

Wimpy Kid. 

Nikki has 2 BFFs named 

Chloe and Zoey.  All three 

of them suffer through 

eighth grade in a private 

school untill Nikki joins an 

art show.  Does she win?  

You can check out the 

whole series at our library in 

Brisas Elementary School, 

and if you are into Diary of 

a Wimpy Kid, you can 

check out Hard Luck if you 

haven’t read it (and if you 

are new check out the 

series). 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid vs. Dork Diaries                                        

By: Zoe Delgado 

I wanted to write about Martin 

Luther King Jr. I went and tried to 

read about him so I can write 

something. I knew something’s 

about him before I started. He was 

born in Atlanta, Georgia. He was a 

leader in Civil rights movement. He 

helped a lot of people. He worked for 

people and he was killed. But the 

more I read about him, I wanted to 

cry. He was a great leader and 

everybody should know about him.  

Martin Luther King Jr., was a leader 

during Civil War movement. He was 

born on January 15th 1929 in Atlanta, 

Georgia. I was born there too. He 

grew up to be a pastor.   

He worked very hard for the Civil 

Rights Movement. He worked very 

hard for the equal rights for all 

people. He set up a lot of rallies and 

walks to make people understand 

what was important. He encouraged 

people to follow non-violence. Many 

civil rights leaders joined him to talk 

about what they believed.  

He made people aware of how bad 

things were for many people in the 

south.  All his speeches are great. I 

tried reading some, but it is too 

hard for me to understand. My 

mom said I can read it later or she 

will read them to me and explain 

them.  

Martin Luther King Jr., has 

spoken with many world leaders 

about the way  African American 

people were treated in the South 

and many parts of our country.  

It is never easy to stand up for 

what is right. But Martin Luther 

King Jr. stood up for the truth and 

the injustice that was happening 

around him. And he also inspired 

people to stand up for their rights. 

He won the Noble Peace Prize. 

He has been awarded many 

things. 

He was killed on April 4th, 1968. 

There are many books on him and 

many articles on him. We even 

have a day to celebrate his life.  

Everyone should read  about his 

life. It will help us become a 

better person.  



 

Gecko Gazette email 

brigecko@kyrene.org  

The next Gecko Gazette meeting is 

February 26th  at 7:15 am in Mrs. Audsley’s 

room. All are welcome! 

Reporters, articles are due March 31. 
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